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I was given freedom to choose any topic for my talk today-- 
and that's hard, It*s so much easier when you know what you are 
supposed to do; when you are told what to say or think or talk 
about. Much easier, but dull and not very satisfying. Having 
to think for yourself, to make decisions and to act on them, is 
far more exciting and challenging and personally rewarding, as I 
hope you will discover during your progress through university. 


I thought, at one point, that I would talk about "The 
Heroine as a Model" but I soon abandoned that idea, Most people 
I mentioned it to thought I was going to speak about Drug Addict- 
ion and Fashion Models--so outmoded is the concept of the heroic 
or the idea of a model as a person of good character, Anyway, 
that would have been at best a theoretical discussion and might 


ey 


even have become a sermon, (Not that there is anything wrong 
with the occasional sermon - but there is a time and place for 
everythings) So - I aeuided to stay away from “oughts” and 
"don'ts" and "shoulds™ and to talk rather about some things 
that are actually happening in the world of women, 


What are women actually doing these days that their mothers 
and their grandmothers didn't do? Recent surveys in most of the 
countries of the Western World indicate that more women are get- 
ting married these days; they are getting married earlier (the 
average age is 20); they are having larger families (from 3 to 
6 children), with the children more closely spaced; their last 
child is in school by the time the mothers are in mid-thirties, 
and, at that age, women are entering or re-entering the labour 
market and holding paid jobs outside the home for the next 20 
to 25 years of their lives. 


All this is in sharp contrast to what women were actually 
doing 50 years ago. In other words, a quiet but profound and 
far-reaching social revolution has taken place in our century. 

I say quiet, though it began noisily enough with the Woman's 
Suffrage Movement, but, looking back, it would seem that the 
Suffragettes were themselves more of a symptom than a cause, 
Surely many factors--the Industrial Revolution, advances in 
technology, urbanization, the development of psychology, the 
advances in general health and welfare--these and many other 
forces have contributed to this marked modification of woman's 
role in society. Notice that I have said modification of .woman's 
role in society--not change--things haven't gone that far, But [ 
might better have said complication or better still, multiplica- 
tion of woman's roles, For there is no longer a simple choice 
for women - to marry or to go to work. Rather, modern woman "has 
her cake and eats it, too." That is, the typical pattern of a 
modern woman's life is an intricate dovetailing of the roles of 
wife, mother, homemaker, and member of the nation’s work-force. 


Needless to say, this new freedom for women, this multi- 
plication of roles, is not an unmixed blessing. In fact it 
is sometimes regarded as “modern woman's dilemma"; and cer- 
tainly it is attended by many serious problems affecting society 
as a whole, Some specialists, recognizing that this phenomenon 
of woman at work is something much more significant than a wil- 
ful spree on her part, suggest that the ensuing problems cannot 
be solved short of a radical reorganization of our total society. 
In other quarters, morose predictions are made about the degen- 
eration of the family, the rise in juvenile delinquency, etc., 
as being the cost of woman's new freedom, But more than one 
sociologist has insisted that working wives are here to stay. 
"Just as we are now appalled that women in some countries aren't 
allowed to vote,” says one “in fifty years it will be regarded 
as very odd that a married woman is supposed to stay at home." 


However this may be, the facts are that at present women 
make up 1/3 of the total labour force of the United States 
(Canada is apparently following the same pattern with a lag of 
12 to 15 years); 1/3 of the working women are married and 1/3 


of all the married women are working. It is predicted that by 
1970 (less than 9 years, from now) close to 1/2 of the labour 
force will be women; and that the average woman worker will 

be married and will be 41 years of age and will have ahead of 
her an active working career of 25 years or more, 


For the moment let us leave it to the moralists, the 
psychologists, the sociologists, the economists - and husbands - 
to work out the rights and wrongs and the social implications 
of this phenomenon of our world - it will keep them busy for 
some time} Let us, you and I, consider rather, what it can 
mean to you. 


Now I know that none of you is a “statistic”. Not one 
of you, perhaps, will be the “typical”, and certainly not the 
“average” woman I have been talking about. You are individ- 
ual persons, Joan and Debbie and Barbara and Pat. And you are 
further distinguished by the fact that you are now pursuing a 
university course which relatively few women do. Yet the chances 
are good that as a group you will come statistically close to the 
norm as predicted, 


Right now, you probably cannot imagine what it is like to 
be 41 years of age. Perhaps at the moment you are thinking no 
farther ahead than the Freshman Ball. But I am suggesting that 
you do some long-range thinking about the matters I have brought 
to your attention, Imagine yourself to be the typical woman I 
have been speaking about, As such, you will most likely live 
to be seventy-five or older, (The life-span of women today is 
long - they outlive men). Most of you, then, have 50 to 60 years 
of living to plan for. 


The first twenty of those years may go fast--four to 
finish college, perhaps a few years at a job or further studies, 
then, most likely, marriage and 10 or 15 years raising a family. 
The next twenty--the middle years--are perhaps harder to imagine 
and these are the ones most important to plan for, These can 
be, have been for many women, empty, lonely difficult years, 
Margaret Mead has given us a vivid description of these years 
for the average married woman: 


Some day, while she is still a young woman, she will 
have to face a breakfast table with only one face 
across it, her husband's, and she will be alone, quite 
alone, in a home of their own, She is out of a job; 
her main justification, the work for which she "gave 
up everything”, is gone, and yet there are still two, 
possibly, three, meals a day to get, the door to be 
answered, the house to be cleaned. But there are only 
dishes for two and floors do not need to be polished 
so often when there are no children's feet to track 
them up. She isn't completely out of a job, but she 
is on the shelf...™ 
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and another specialist has commented 


Under such circumstances not a few women are seized 

by a feeling of emptiness and lack of purpose, to 
which they react in different ways according to 
temperment and disposition, Whether they become 
nagging and discontented, whether they have a ner- 

vous breakdown, or whether they find an outlet in 
playing bridge or golf, in ‘visiting’ and shopping, 

or in devoting their energies to local charities or, 

in rare cases, to politics or artistic creation--the 
basic motive underlying these and other variations 

is that, in the middle of their lives, in full possess- 
ion of their powers, they have come to the end of their 
chosen career, 


Now the modern woman who has appeared in the guise of 
statistics throughout my talk, is doing something about these 
painful, middle years, She is taking up a career, or at least 
a paying job, outside the home, ostensibly to earn money, more 
basically because as a person she needs that job. In your case, 
perhaps you will follow her pattern. If that is so, I am sugges- 
ting that a good investment now, of time and energy, of thoughtful 
planning, of serious attention to studies throughout the next four 
years will pay off handsomely in the kind of job and the type of 
work you may want to do when that time comes, 


Of course, not all married women wait until they are 
40 before taking on a second career, Some manage to combine 
marriage, family and career all along the line, It's a neat 
trick if you can do it} And if you are planning it, I wish 
you a co-operative, modern-thinking husband - the kind who 
says (as one did recently about his working wife). "After 
a couple of difficult years at the beginning, I realized that 
I had a lot of nerve expecting my wife to get my breakfast - 
or to wait on me at all. Now I get her breakfast while she 
makes the beds and neither of us feels put upon.” 


Another common variation of the current pattern is the 
woman who marries early - before finishing college - and 
carries on her studies while raising her family. The increase 
in the number of housewives continuing studies informally, or 
in formal evening programs, is part of the phenomenon I have 
been speaking about, Without reverting again to statistics, 
we have ample evidence of this in our own city. The McGill 
and U. of M, extension courses, The Thomas More Institute and 
Loyola's and §.G.W.U.’s evening university programs are attract- 
ing more housewives every year, And housewives make good stu- 
dents - especially those who are planning their study programs 
so as to graduate with their teen-age daughters and sons and 
who will then be ready to begin their second chosen career, 


Now, we have been talking about you as the statistically 
typical modern woman, Let us note that, as individuals, you 


may not choose to follow her pattern or any variation of it. 
For instance, you may not marry — or you may marry and not 
enter or re-enter the labour force. Yet an understanding of 
what your “fellow women (sister women?) will likely be doing 
is of some importance, I think, so I hope you will forgive me 
if I continue to speak of the most likely possibilities in 
store for women generally. 


The last 20 years of your life may be the hardest for 
you to imagine, How will your old age be spent? It is an 
important question for women, especially since they tend to 
outlive their husbands, Let us not linger on the sad state 
in which many women of late age find themselves today - alone, 
lonely, dependent financially and emotionally, waiting out 
their days in sad and fretful boredom, Social workers are 
only too well aware of the difficult problems of aging women, 
This is not what the modern woman looks forward to. If her 
plans are well-made (and work out’) she will, like as not, be 
financially independent, for one thing. Secondly, she will 
be more likely to lead as vigorous a social life as health 
will permit, And thirdly, she is likely to be better pre- 
pared, in terms of education and leisure time activities, to 
keep herself happily entertained as the need arises, 


And here perhaps I should point out a corollary of the 
changing patterns of women's lives - and that is the gradual 
but certain disappearance of grandmothers - at least of grand- 
mothers as they used to be. 


For you see, grandmother used to be a dear old lady 
who was an unfailing source of cookies and knitted mittens 
and a very devoted baby-sitter, Today she is quite likely 
to be - even if she doesn't look exactly like Marlene Deitrich - 
a smart young-looking woman in her early forties, driving a 
late-model car to work in the day-time and studying like mad 
at night to pass her mid-term exams’ 


What times we live in} In the past 60 years, we have 
taken the children out of the factories, given their jobs 
to their mothers, and eliminated or at least transformed 
grandmothers, Such is progress% 


More seriously, I have tried today merely to raise some 
issues for your consideration as young women with a half- 
century of living to plan for, I have not attempted to answer 
any problems, nor did I intend to direct you along any specific 
path, The subject I have merely touched upon is really a very 
deep one, worthy of your further investigation. I will be 
happy if the glimpse I have given you of it encourages you to 
see your college education not as a frill or an ornament of 
your life, nor as a pleasant interlude or a chance to find a 
husband, but rather as the first stage - and integral phase - 


of a realistic plan - a plan for living a long, useful and 
happy life as a woman, in this complicated modern society 
of ours. 


Note: This talk was based on a recent seminar sponsored by 
the Montreal Y.W.C.A. (Women at Work - May 25, 26, 1961) and 
on Women's Two Roles - Myrdal & Klein, Work in the Lives of 
Married Women - National Manpower Council and "Working Wives 
are Here to Stay" - Christina McCall Newman, Chatelaine - 
September, 1961. 


Red Feather Campaign 


I sincerely appreciate the prompt and generous response 
of our full-time Faculty to my letter of October 2, From 44 
requests sent, $392 has been received from 29 donations; and 
4 others have indicated that they contribute through other channels. 


Although the Campaign officially terminated with only 
74% af its $2,000,000 objective, I urge all members of the 
Faculty who have not already subscribed to send their contri- 
butions directly to Red Feather Headquarters, 1040 Atwater Avenue, 
Montreal 6. With four new agencies having joined this year's 
combined appeal, it is particularly vital that the ob jective 
be achieved. 


CAMPAIGN SLOGAN: "We're putting all our begs into one ask it." 


E, Gault Finley 


We extend a sincere welcome to the following 
new members of our full-time faculty. 


Miss Gabriel McCulloch Mr. Muhammad Iqbal 


Assistant Professor Assistant Professor 
Kurt Jonassohn Carl Goldman 


Miss Sheila Anderson Mr. Tilak Nijhowne 


Mr. Mervin Butovsky Associate Professor 
Frederick W. Bedford 


Assistant Professor Mr, Harvey Mann 
Muriel Armstrong 


Mr. Victor Byers Assistant Professor 
John A. Senez 
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FACULTY IN PRINT 


When the Learned Societies hold their conferences, some 
fifteen or twenty papers are read, by invitation, in each 
division. When the conferences are over, the respective 
committees choose the two papers in their division which seem 
to them to be most outstanding, and these papers are then 
collected in a volume published by W.J. Gage and Co., entitled 
*Thought From the Learned Societies of Canada’. We are glad 
to note that this year's collection will include Sid Lamb's 
paper (on the modern novel), and Roger Angel's (on the phi-- 
losophy of science). 


CONFERENCE OF THE QUEBEC ASSOCIATION 
OF 
CHEMISTRY TEACHERS 


During the last week of August 1961 the third annual summer 
Conference of the Quebec Association of Chemistry Teachers took 
place in Montreal, holding its sessions at McGill and Sir George 
Williams Universities under chairmanship of the writer. 


The main topic discussed was how to modernize the teaching 
of chemistry in the High School and University. Guest speakers 
were invited from two American projects which are studying the 
problem, 


The Association is of special interest because it provides 
a medium of communication between high school and university 
instructors in a common subject. Surely this is an important 
function for an organization to fulfill, and already a number 
of important questions have been discussed fruitfully. As might 
be expected, controversy between the two groups is quite frequent.. 


One of the immediate results of the Association and its three 
summer conferences is a revised syllabus for the high school chem- 
istry course and its laboratory. 


To teach the new syllabus, it was necessary to rewrite the 
text, and this is being done at present, Already a new labo- 
ratory manual has been published under joint authorship of high 
school and university instructors, and is being used in a number 
of schools. 

Dr. S. Madras 
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National Science Foundation 


Associate Professor Jack Bordan attended an eight week 
National Science Foundation Summer Institute at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology in Chicago. The program was designed 
for University faculty members engaged in the teaching of 
mechanics and related courses, and included course work in 
mechanics and advanced mathematics. 


Professor Bordan's expenses were paid by the National 
Science Foundation, 


FACULTY PROMOTIONS ANNOUNCED 


On July 10th Dean Robert C, Rae announced the following 
Faculty promotions, effective September 1, 1961 


To Professor - Associate Professor N. Compton 


To Associate Professor - Assistant Professor W. Francis 
” = e - Assistant Professor R, Tobias 
S s - - Assistant Professor R. Vershingel 


To Assistant Professor - Mr. R. B. Angel 

eZ = - Mrs. R. Belkin 

w e e - Mr. G. R. Curnew 
~ 3. " - Mr. L. P. Lange 

5 i ic - Mr. B. G. Sinyard 
Me ape i - Dr. J. Turgeon 

8 = = - Mr. P. Widdows 
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University Corridors 


The 1961 "Miss Alouette" works in the Faculty Secretarial 
pool = R, A. Fraser is;the authority here. Don and Wilma Ayre 
have moved into their new home on the South Shore. Glad to 
see Leah Sherman back after the birth of her daughter, Jack 
Bordan the proud possessor of a small, small, small car which 
is fire-engine red - to prevent someone stepping on it. Martin 
Franklyn also has a new car, 


Helen and Doug Insleay spent an afternoon, while on honey- 
moon in Victoria this summer, looking for Claude Thompson, and 
vice versa, On arrival home they discovered that they were all 
in the same motel, at the same time, and were only a floor apart. 
Rytsa Tobias spent the past summer at Columbia University as part 
of her graduate plan, 


The T.V. Program Committee of John O'Brien, Sid Lamb, Sam 
Madras, Harold Potter and Bill Johnstone have just about com 
pleted the program outline for the fortheoming T.V. series 
"University". Bill Rice of the CBC will produce. Filming will 
start on the 27th of this month, with the first showing on Sun- 
day, November 5th at 10:00 A.M, 


The telephone on the reception desk, outside the Faculty 
Room, is for the use of all Faculty members and can be used 
for incoming or outgoing calls, Bill Black busily cataloguing 
a batch of sea shells brought back by one of his students who 
spent the summer on the West Coast - - - = - John Ferguson, the 
alumni Executive-Secretary, would appreciate receiving the names 
and addresses of graduates who*drop in from time to time =< they 
may be among our “missing alumni, In case anyone is wondering, 
the Georgian is not going to pay the faculty salaries in the 
future, nor set academic policy. 


The R. S. Montague who is conducting the science education 
T.V. Series, "Let's Find Out" on Channel 12, Saturday at 12:30 
P.M., is a SGW Graduate - a fact missed by the reporter who 
wrote the favourable review of the program, He is presently 
an active member of the Alumni Reunion Committee, 


Of the six contributors to the summer edition of the C.I.L. 


OVAL, four are graduates of SGWC. (Les Morrow, Brian Cahill, 
Fergus Cronin and Michael Gutwillig) 


SIR GEORGE WILLIAMS UNIVERSITY AND SCHOOLS 
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Report on registration to September 20, 1961 compared with the same period of the 
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Canadian Conference on Education 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel 


March 4-8, 1962. 


Due to a protracted strike of certain employees in Toronto- 
the-Good's Royal York Hotel, the site for the second Canadian 
Conference (the first was held in 1958) has been officially 
changed to Montreal on the dates noted above. 


An account of the forthcoming Conference has already appeared 
in the February, 1961, issue (III:4) of the Faculty Newsletter. 
For those who do not have a copy of this Newsletter, it will doubt- 
lessly be of interest to you to learn that copies of national studies 
on each of nine major areas being highlighted at the March meetings 
will soon be available in booklet form, The titles and authors of 
these studies are: 


1. The Aims of Education Dr. F. K. Stewart (ed.) 
2. The Professional Status of Teachers Dr. J. Paton 

3, The Development of Student Potential Dr, Lo. S. Beattie 

4, New Developments in Society Dr. C. Williams (ed.) 
5. Financing Education W. J. McCordic 

6. Continuing Education Dr. J. Ra Kidd 

7. Research in Education Dr. C, Collins (ed.) 

8, The Citizen in Education H, J. A. Brown 

9, Education and Unemployment A. Pigott 


An appropriation of $35,000 from the Ford Foundation will 
enable the Program Committee to present "a series of exhibits, 
demonstrations and film showings and reports for the delegates, 
of a standard far surpassing anything attempted previously in 
Canada." Specifically this supplementary program will take the 
form of projects on Programmed Learning (or "Teaching Machines"), 
Instruction in Second Languages, Vocational-Technical Education 
and Public Information, 


We have proffered S, G. W. U.’s services to Mr. Fred W. Price, 
Director of the Canadian Conference on Education, although he has 
been duly advised that the University and Schools will be in full 
operation during the week of March 4 -In order to maximize Sir 
George's contribution to the Conference, which has invited 3000 
delegates from 62 national organizations, any member of the Faculty 
who is an official delegate is asked to inform the undernamed, 


E, Gault Finley 
October, 1961. 
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Georgian Film Society 


The Georgian Film Society has extended a cordial invitation 
to their Sunday evening showings in Birks Hall, Starting time 
is 7:30 P.M. sharp. 


OCT-22 THE LAST LAUGH (1924 Germany) 


Murnau's silent masterpiece, an attempt to create 
a purely visual film, eliminating titles, It shows 
an old man's (Emil Jannings) tragic loss of position 
and self-respect in the class-conscious Berlin of the 
twenties. 

OCT 29 OLYMPIAD 11 (1936 Germany) 

A documentary of the 1936 Olympic Games held in 
Germany, directed by Leni Riefenstahl, noted for 
"Triumph of the Will", 

Nov 5 THE SEVENTH SEAL (1956 Sweden) 

One of director Ingmar Bergman's most important 
and accomplished films. By the use of archetypal 
allegories he has given it a quality of timelessness 
and contemporary relevance, 

NOV 12 BREATHLESS (1959 France) 

A ‘nouvelle vague' film, directed by Jean-Luc 
Goddard, A ‘beat age' gangster (Jean-Paul Belmondo) 
on the run in Paris, 

NOV 19 THE SOUTHERNER (1945 U.S.A.) 

Jean Renoir's attempt to show, in a poetically 
realistic style, a year in the life of a family of 
cotton tenant farmers in the southern U.S.A. 

NOV 26 STRIKE (1925 U.S.S.Ro) 

Following Aleksandre Nevski, another film by 
S.M. Eisenstein, Although this was his first film, 
the immediate precursor of Potemkin, it is in many 
ways as good as any of his subsequent silent films. 

DEC 3 HARP OF BURMA (1955 Japan) 

A soldier turned monk at the end of the war is 
the theme of this beautiful, haunting, mystic film 
by Kon Ichikawa, 

DEC 10 ‘THE HORSE'S MOUTH (1958 GB) 

An English comedy with Alec Guinness a brilliant 
and eccentric artist living on an old boat on the 
Thames, A colour film directed by Ronald Neame, 
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3rd International Seminar on International Affairs 


(Ed, Note: From Wednesday November lst to Saturday November 
4th the Student Societies of the University will 
be holding their third International Seminar around 
the topic, "Causes of War". We asked Don McLaughlin, 
the student Information Officer to prepare the 
following release for members of the Faculty and 
Administration, Chairman of the Seminar will be Mr. 
Daniel Coates with Mr. Peter McCann acting as Vice- 
Chairman) 


General Information:- The Seminar will be hosted by the Student 
Societies of the University, Delegates attending the Conference 
will number approximately forty-six (46) students with approx- 
imately 21 universities represented. 


Purpose:= The purpose of the Seminar is to promote an 
interchange of ideas and opinions and to present a forum in 
which the subject "The Causes of War" may be approached in 

an international manner relating itself to the economic, 
political, sociological and psychological points of reference, 
Further, it will be noted that the University and the City, 
the Province and, in fact, the entire Canadian scene will be 
in reflection through the use of this Conference for a vehicle 
of developing international relationships. 


Speakers:- 1. Dr. Brock Chisholm, former director of World 
Health Organization of the United Nations; 
Honorary President of World Federalists,. 

2. Dr. Arthur Schlesinger, Professor of History, 
Harvard University and advisor to President 
Kennedy of the United States. 

3. Dr. Jerome Davis, Vice-President of Enduring 
Peace Inc., author, world traveller and lec- 
turer. 

4, Professor Kenneth Boulding, Professor of 
Economics, University of Michigan. 

5. His Excellency Dr. Amadeo, Ambassador of 
Argentina to the United Nations and President 
of the First Committee of the General Assembly. 

6, Panelists:- Dr. James Endicott, Chairman, 
Canadian Peace Congress; Dr. Norman Z, Alcock, 
of Oakville Ontario; Professor Michel Brunet, 
University of Montreal; Professor Michael Bricher, 
McGill University; the moderator will be Professor 
Robert Vogel of McGill University. 


Information Centre:=- This year the Seminar Committee has 
organized an information centre and press room location in 
the University building with Don McLaughlin acting as infor- 
mation officer, Any faculty member wishing to obtain further 
information may do so by contacting the information centre, 
Student Societies telephone exchange, in the lower floor of 
the main University building. 
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Any Faculty member who may have suggestions for the development 
of the information centre and its duties is kindly asked to 
contact Don McLaughlin. 


Suggestions and comments concerning the public relations 
aspect of the Seminar will be welcomed and Faculty members are 
urged to contact Mr. McLaughlin at their convenience. 


Articles for the Faculty Newsletter should be addressed to: 
MAGNUS FLYNN, Editor 


